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Introduction

In this passage God teaches us how to live like Christ under the authority structures at our places of work.

The Text: 1 Peter 2:18-25

1) Any talk of slaves and slavery needs to be explained by the full message of Scripture.

2) Christians should have a submissive, respectful attitude to authorities, whether good or unjust, that is driven by a
reverence for God (vv. 18-20).

3) Christians have been “called” to follow the example of their crucified Christ at work (vv. 21-25).

Response
e The Christian should exhibit “the cruciform life” at work.

o See Clearly: Our work situation is neither freely chosen nor entirely controllable, but is guided by God’s
gracious and purposeful providence.

o Submit Willingly: This world has God-designed authority structures that demand our life-ordering and
obedience, so our lives should be marked by a reasonable obedience and real respect of our authorities
that mirror our submission to Christ.

o Suffer Obediently: If Christ’s life and mission required suffering, and he is our example to follow, then
we should expect suffering (injustice) and endure for God’s glory.
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Starter Question: What injustice, abuse, or mistreatment have you seen or experienced at work?

Read the text aloud and discuss together any significant observations or issues needing clarification.

V. 18 speaks of “servants,” but the same Greek word can equally mean “slaves.” How do those two options affect
the sense of this verse, and which would you choose if you were a Bible translator?

Since slavery was so common in the ancient world and so different from American slavery (in many cases), how
is it appropriate to compare Peter’s discussion of slaves serving masters in the first century to employees in the
workplace today?

In v. 18 the phrase “with all respect” is key, since it is the Greek word also translated as “fear” and “reverence”
and it is speaking not about the master but about God. How do vv. 16 and 17 in the previous passage make clear
that our respect of authorities is really out of reverence for God?

How do vv. 18-20 suggest we honor God when we endure suffering unjustly?

Does v. 21 really suggest we have been “called” to follow the example of Christ’s suffering? Why do Christians
so often speak as if Christianity has a lack of suffering as its goal or benefit?

Read Isaiah 53. In what ways does Peter borrow from Isaiah 53 in vv. 22-24?

How is this passage condemning sinful retaliation to injustice without prohibiting work that seeks to correct social
injustices or the rights of the oppressed?

10) What are some practical steps we can take to endure injustice in our workplaces in a way that follows the gracious

example of Christ?

Further study this week: Isa. 53 on Jesus the suffering servant (Mon); Eph. 6:5-9 on slaves and masters (Tues); Col.
3:22-25 on slaves and masters (Wed); 1 Tim. 6:1-2 on slaves and masters (Thurs); Gal. 3:26-29 on the end of masters and
slaves in Christ (Fri).



